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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed Sept 29, 2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant's asserted Okazaki does not appear to disclose anything that could be 

constructed as the adjusting mechanism, noted claim 1 recites "adjusting mechanism 

part configured to apply the first and second laser beam to the signal recording part of the 
respective opposed side of the first and second recording parts of the optical disc from at 
least one of first and second optical pickups respectively disposed to be opposed to the 
surfaces of the optical disc, and detecting a rejected light from the opposed signal 
recording parts to adjust the at least one of the first and second optical pickups", which 
could be found in Fig. 2, elements 50, 52- 54 and pages 11-13 wherein the detection 
signal processing circuit 54 detects the detection signals 69 and 70, the signals 74 and 75 
obtained from the detection signal processing circuit 54, on the other hand, are inputted 
into the switch circuit 55, whereas a desired playback plane (either first or second plane) 
is played back under the control signal 73 issued from the system control 50. ...moreover, 
the first and second optical heads 20 and 30 are controlled based on traditionally known 
focus tracking control procedures in such a way that the beam spot 22 on the optical head 
20 will become optimally irradiated onto the first plane of the optical disc 1 . . . . And 
circuit 52 and 53 received those detected signals from 54 then adjusts optical heads 20 
and 30. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
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2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this 
country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kichizaemon 
Okazaki (JP 63-268160). 

Regarding claim 22, Kichizaemon Okazaki discloses an adjusting device for an optical 
pickup comprising: a rotating and driving mechanism configured to rotate and drive an optical 
disc and configured to adjust an optical pickup including (see Fig. 1): a first signal recording part 
that is irradiated with a first laser beam from one surface side (see Fig. 2, elements 10, 20); and a 
second signal recording part that is irradiated with a second laser beam from the other surface 
side to record data so that a scanning direction by the second laser beam is opposite to that of the 
first signal recording part (see Figs 1-2, elements 10, 30 and pages 7-8); adjusting mechanism 
part configured to apply the first and second laser beam to the signal recording part of the 
respective opposed side of the first and second recording parts of the optical disc from at least 
one of first and second optical pickups respectively disposed to be opposed to the surfaces of the 
optical disc, and detecting a rejected light from the opposed signal recording parts to adjust the at 
least one of the first and second optical pickups (see augment above). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



5. Claims 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kichizaemon Okazaki (JP 63-268160) in view of Honda Hidetoshi (JP 01-204228). 

Regarding claims 23 and 24, see Fig. 6, discloses the adjusting device for an optical 



pickup according to claim 22, further comprising a control part for controlling the operations of 
the first and second optical pickups, wherein a mechanism for moving the light source of the first 
or the second optical pickup, while the focusing control is made operative and the tracking 
control is made inoperative by the control part, to adjust an optical path from the light emitting 
point of the laser beam to the adjusting disc (see page 11). However, Kichizaemon does not 
disclose an adjusting mechanism part includes a photodetector adjusting mechanism for 
adjusting an optical axis of a photodetector of the first or second optical pickup under an 
inoperative state of the focusing control and the tracking control of an objective lens of the one 
optical pickup by the control part. Kichizaemon discloses a control part (control system, see Fig. 



Honda, see abstract and Figs. 1-5, discloses an adjusting mechanism part includes a 
photodetector adjusting mechanism for adjusting an optical axis of a photodetector of an optical 
pickup under an inoperative state of the focusing control and the tracking control of an objective 
lens of the optical pickup (noted that Honda discloses the adjusting the moving of the 
semiconductor laser in an optical direction, adjusting the moving of a photo-detector in an 
orthogonal direction to the optical axis and fixing the photo-detector after adjustment, see 
abstract). 




2). 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide an adjusting mechanism part includes a photodetector in 
Kichizaemon as suggested by Honda, the motivation being in order to be easily adjust focusing 
(see Honda Purpose). 

6. Claims 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kichizaemon Okazaki (JP 63-268160) in view of Honda Hidetoshi (JP 01-204228) further in 
view of the admitted art. 

Regarding claim 25, the combination of Kichizaemon and Honda, discloses the adjusting 
device for an optical pickup according to claim 24. However, the combination of Kichizaemon 
and Honda does not disclose the adjusting mechanism part includes an objective lens adjusting 
mechanism part for adjusting the inclination of the optical axis of the objective lens of the first or 
the second optical pickup so that a jitter component of a signal obtained from the photodetector 
of the first or the second optical pickup becomes minimum. 

The admitted art discloses an adjusting mechanism part includes an objective lens 
adjusting mechanism part for adjusting the inclination of the optical axis of the objective lens of 
the first or the second optical pickup so that a jitter component of a signal obtained from the 
photodetector of the first or the second optical pickup becomes minimum (see PGPUB, 
paragraph [0005]-[0012]). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide an adjusting mechanism part includes an objective lens in the combination 
of Kichizaemon and Honda as suggested by the admitted art, the motivation being in order to be 
displaced in the focusing direction and the tracking direction (see the admitted art [0006]). 
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Regarding claim 26, the combination of Kichizaemon, Honda and the admitted art, 
discloses the adjusting device for an optical pickup according to claim 25, wherein the adjusting 
mechanism part includes an output control part for adjusting the output level of the light source 
of the first or the second optical pickup so that the level of a signal formed in accordance with 
the signal obtained from the photodetector of the first or the second optical pickup reaches an 
optimum value (see [001 1]-[0012]). 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Cited References 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

The cited references relate to: 
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a. Double-sided optical disc player (Satoh. EP 05 12 860). 

b. Magneto-optical disk system having an objective lens with a numerical aperture 
related to the thickness of the protective layer (Watanabe et al. US 5,914,915). 

c. Optical pickup device (JP 01-204228). 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to VAN T. PHAM whose telephone number is 571-272-7590. The 

examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 9:00am-6 :00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on 571-272-7582. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




